Technology in Youth Ministry
Facebook:  
From Sept '06 to Sept '07 moved from 60th to 7th most visited site



Now the #1 site for photos in U.S. (8.5 million/day)



As of July '07 it had 34 million active members
· Knowing this, how can we use social networking sites to increase our effectiveness in Y.M.?
· Can build hype for big events with pix
· Find out how kids really live, look at kids' groups (see who friends are)

· Keep in mind that kids can approve you as friend who can only see their "limited profile" (you won't know they did this; it means you won't see all of what is on their Profile page)

· Make a group (keep private and closed)

· Nobody can join w/o approval of administrator (youth leader)

· Info must be approved by administrator
· Post calendar/events on site – information source

· Very quick way to get the word out about meetings/announcements, etc.

· Allows good communication between students

· Kids seem to be more open and honest

· Great for communication, but gives a freedom in backing out of events

· Can send emails to link to other helps

· Great for downloading pix

· What are concerns this raises for this generation and what can we do to help?
· Could make people lonely, using as a replacement for talking or physical conversation.

· Help them look at it as a tool; not a replacement

· Content is viewable to others. Everyone is able to read – it is not anonymous ("stalkerbook.com")
· Make sure they understand that they should only make their profile viewable to those who they've accepted as "friends" on the site. Then it will be private.

· Make them aware of the dangers of accepting people they do not know as friends (many accept "friends" they do not know)
· Kids use as a journal – unload (publish) all feelings

· Rumors

· Improper photos can lead to problems

· Links to porn

· Separate lifestyles students lead because of this

· Opens students to accept the cultural lifestyle of most Americans – homosexuality, porn, etc., become acceptable

· We need to educate both kids and parents regarding the methods of online predators (see for ideas: blogsafety.com; getnetwise.org; safekids.com)
· We need to educate kids about not putting anything out into cyberspace (including email) that they would not posted on anyone's website or forwarded on to others

How do you use technology in your ministry?

· Texting announcements (group texts)

· Texting is the way kids communicate 

· Online curriculum w/chat room

· For research and email
· To be conscious of: cell phones can, in some ways, keep us from being accountable to plans because we can change so easily. Very common in this generation to back out 10 minutes before

· Use Web-based software

· Allows church members to get emails about church calendar

· Need to maintain your technology if you have it

· Important to be aware of kids who are not allowed to be online so you can have other ways of keeping in touch (or they will get left out)

Website resources:

· www.biblegateway.com
· www.cpyu.com
Guarding our hearts and purity:

· www.xxxchurch.com for filtering software

