Resource Topics for Youth Ministry
We are going to make the assumption that all of us are in agreement that the Bible is the ultimate resource for all of us in our personal lives and ministries.  We recommend that none of these resources ever replace the Word of God (
Keep in mind, these can include web sites, books, ministry organizations, email lists you may have signed up for, music, individuals, programs, etc.

If you have corrections/additions, please send them in to us and we will add them and send out updated resource list.
· Youth Culture

· www.CPYU.org – Walt Mueller and the Center for Parent and Youth Understanding.  You can sign up to get a weekly “Youth Culture e-update”  {Luke Vanderleest}
· www.Dare2share.org   
{Lisa Johnsen}
· Hurt: Inside the World of Today’s Teenager by Chap Clark      {Kelly Lashly}
· Parents
· www.CPYU.org – for around $25, you can get a monthly newsletter called “Parent Page.”  With your subscription, you are given rights to pass the newsletter on via email or by printing it and distributing it to parents in your church. {Luke Vanderleest}
· www.bluefishtv.com     {Lisa Johnsen}
· Marv Penner's YW Guide to Parent Ministry – YS       {Troy Kooima}

· Parenting Teenagers for Positive Results by Jim Burns - An interactive six session video course for small groups and Sunday schools.  Each session could be split into two making it a 12 session course.  I enjoyed facilitating this material with our parents as a source of encouragement, support, community, and wisdom.        {Maggie Gaudian}

· Your Child:  Essentials of Discipline - What's OK, What's Not, and What Works from Focus on the Family - Another interactive video course for parents, but for parents of children of all ages.  The videos feature Dr. James Dobson, animated vignettes, real life interviews, and practical teaching.  The series is a 13 session course that can be broken down into 3 sections.  I enjoy the way the material speaks to the difficult area of discipline that every parent struggles with and points parents to the Bible for direction.            {Maggie Gaudian}
· Mom & Pops Stuff - A free online monthly parent newsletter that you can send over email, or print out and attach an additional page with schedule info and a personal note of encouragement.  www.wildfrontier.org

{Maggie Gaudian}

· Disconnected: Parenting Teens in a MySpace® World by Chap & Dee Clark   {Kelly Lashly}

· Bible Studies /  Devo's / Podcasts
· www.411God.net – (already gave you the low down)  {Luke Vanderleest}
· www.dare2share.org  …soul fire emailed    {Lisa Johnsen}
· FUEL bible study by Lifeway       {Lisa Johnsen}
· Essential Connections – devotional by Lifeway        {Lisa Johnsen}
· Nav Press (Navigators) www.navigators.org/us/  -- great resource for Bible Study methods, materials, etc.        {John Blok}

· Literature Ministry Insights for Leaders- daily Tozer email - amazing (http://lmi.gospelcom.net/)          {Dave Decker)
· www.d365.org
· Podcasts:  

· Mark Driscoll – knows culture better than almost anyone

· Andy Stanley – http://www.northpoint.org/site/page/podcasts 

· Erwin McManus – http://erwinmcmanus.com/podcast/ 

· Paul Washer – What is the Gospel?

· www.sermonaudio.com – thousands of messages
· Idea banks (games, events, discussion helps, curriculum, etc.)
Video/DVD
· Any of the Videos that Teach series – YS        {Troy Kooima}

· Nooma Videos to start discussions      {Troy Kooima}
· Trigger videos (made right here in Sioux Falls!)      {Dave Decker}
· You Teach DVD's from the Skit Guys – YS  www.theskitguys.com      {Troy Kooima}
· The Gospel Journey by Dare 2 Share       {Tim Stark}

· Highway Visual Curriculum put out by YS.  It can be used for small groups, mid. School, Sr. High, or pretty much anything, and the leaders guide is broken down into each section.  So the mid school and sr. high have a different focus using the same video.    {T.J. Link}
· Velocity- some cheesy, some dated, but decent for JR. High       {Dave Decker}
Books

· Faith Metaphors-(Group)     {Troy Kooima}

· Point Maker - (Group)
 {Troy Kooima}

· Imaginative Prayer for Youth Ministry – YS        {Troy Kooima}

· Creative Sermon Starters – Group      {Troy Kooima}
· Creative Bible Lessons series from Youth Specialties takes different books from the Bible and helps students comprehend how the Word affects their lives today.

· Believe-It-or-Not Bible studies for Youth Ministry from Group Publishing highlights 13 wild-but-true bible stories that pack powerful points.            {Maggie Gaudian}

· The Top 13 questions about God- Intense Discussions for Youth Ministry from Group Publishing helps students build a faith that can handle the tough questions.       

{Maggie Gaudian}

· Change the World...Every Chance We Get by Kevin Johnson from Youth Specialties is a 4 week curriculum based on the movie Evan Almighty.  Great mission trip prep material!

{Maggie Gaudian}

· Find Your Fit by Jane Kise and Kevin Johnson or LifeKeys by Jane Kise and David Stark for helping teens discern life gifts/spiritual gifts          {Holly Marty}
· Soul School: Enrolling in a Soulful Lifestyle for Youth Ministry by Jeanne Stevens           {Kelly Lashly}
Websites

· www.thesource4ym.com/  Free ideas for games, ice breakers, holiday activities, discussion starters, outreach events and more headed up by Jonathan McKee.  If you haven't checked it out, you should!           {Maggie Gaudian}
· www.interlinc-online.com – stuff on starting discussions; using music in teaching, etc.

· www.youthspecialties.com/           {Maggie Gaudian}

· www.biblegateway.com – about every version of Scripture and great for finding passages, etc.

· www.Youthpastor.com – games         {Peter Jenkins}

· Simply All Access – good value; good curriculum.  Help with sermon preparation, small group curriculum writing and media planning needs - delivered on a quarterly basis. Material from Doug Fields and Kurt Johnston.    www.simplyyouthministry.com/simply-access.html            {Dave Decker}
· www.funandgames.org/
  {Ryan Link}
· www.egadideas.com – thousands of games     {Troy Kooima}

· Drama website – Free Christian scripts that can be easily adapted for youth group lessons or worship services organized by categories or key words.            
www.thewestcoast.net/bobsnook/            {Maggie Gaudian}
· www.simplyyouthministry.com – lots of freebies       {John Blok}
· www.pastor2youth.com – great forum for youth workers      {Ryan Link/T.J. Link}
· Search Institute - www.search-institute.org; a specific resource on this site: 40 Developmental Assets for Adolescents
· great evaluation tool for your youth ministry –  www.search-institute.org/assets/       {Kelly Lashly}
· Fuller Youth Institute – www.fulleryouthinstitute.org – great articles on youth culture, evangelism, discipleship, research project on college transition, urban/social justice issues      {Kelly Lashly}
· www.TimSchmoyer.com – more mid-west perspective (from Mpls) – lots of freebies               {Doug Knudtson}
· www.biblesatcost.com Bibles - Student Life Application - NLT 
Bibles for friends and new believers - Student New Testament...Radical Reality
· Recruiting and Training Volunteer staff
· Leaders Are Learners from YS--Audio – Volunteer training      {Peter Jenkins}
· Willow Creek Shift Conference w/your volunteers       {Dave Decker}
· Sonlife – www.sonlife.com – youth workers and students       {Kelly Lashly}
· Tiger McCluen       {Dave Moe}
· Missions
· YouthWorks….Impact Florida…UM Global missions       {Lisa Johnsen}
· Center For Student Missions -- www.csm.org – is a great organization for mission trips to the inner city.  You show up with the group and they do the rest.  We have gone with them 6 or 7 times and had a great experience every time they are in cities all around the country.    
{Richie Hutchinson}
· LifeLight Missions – Josh and Rachelle Brewer.  They have a great deal of knowledge on how to train and prepare people for missions work and they also lead regular trips several times a year that youth groups can plug in to.

· Youth Works!, begin own with local missions: Union Gospel Mission, Good Sam Centers, Salvation Army, Trail Ridge Retirement, Alpha Center...        {Dave Moe}

· Troubled Teens (sites, books, referral options, sliding fee based counseling)

· Help! My Kids are Hurting – a short and concise book by Marv Penner.  Focusing on the major topics that kids deal with (abuse, substance abuse, cutting, eating disorders, suicide, etc.), Penner gives a brief background and stats about each issue, provides helpful tips on how to begin approaching and caring for someone who is struggling and also leaves readers with additional resources, web-sites, hotline phone numbers, etc. for more help or depth of knowledge.    {Luke Vanderleest}
· SafeTalk Suicide Prevention workshop…through the HELPLINE. 211    {Lisa Johnsen}
· New Haven, Alpha Center,              {Dave Moe}
· Family Ministry
· Movies
· Reviews at Planet Wisdom:   www.planetwisdom.com        {Lisa Johnsen}
· Reviews at Plugged In Mag:  www.pluggedinonline.com         {Troy Outka}

· Conferences you've found worthwhile (and why)

· REVOLVE TOUR –rocks! YSS, GROUP           {Lisa Johnsen}
· Willow Creek Leadership Summit – held each August, I’ve gotten some good leadership info/inspiration           {Holly Marty}

· Willow Creek Shift Conference w/your volunteers       {Dave Decker}
· Time management / Self-management / Self-care (balance, etc.)
· Youth Specialties w/your spouse (if applicable)        {Dave Decker}
· Youth Ministry Management Tools by Zondervan          {Ryan Link}
· Personal Finances
· Dave Ramsey's Financial Peace University – can be taken at a class at various churches. Also available on CD and DVD
{Troy Outka}
· Dave Ramsey Financial Peace (book)        {Troy Outka}

· Building Trust with the local school administration

· I believe the best way to deal with this is to simply send your students to Sioux Falls Christian school. We like youth pastors and unless you like the Packers, we will trust you. (  
{Luke Vanderleest}

· Bill Hoff – former principal in S.F. School District for 30 + years. He is on the LifeLight board.         {Troy Outka}
· Richie Hutchinson – y.p. at Hillcrest.  He has built very good relationship with school district, as has his church. 
· Music & Worship
· www.refugeradio.com 105.5,  Interlinc,  Sound and Spirit CD club    {Lisa Johnsen}
· www.ultimate-guitar.com – Find words/chords to many worship songs
· www.iwillworship.com – Words/chords to many worship songs
· www.worshiptogether.com --     {John Blok}
· Extravagant Worship by Darlene Zschech
· Using technology in youth ministry
· Media Shout – Video display stuff      {Dave Decker}
· www.vineresources.com – video, Power Point, graphic files on sermon series (like on the parables, etc.)

· www.twitter.com – sending mass texts

· www.jabbertext.com – sending mass texts

· www.smspoll.net free voting through text messaging – can imbed in FB, MySpace, etc.

· www.youthtracker.com – web-based system for keeping track of students' info                  {Rich Merkouris}

· People Skills
· The Five Love Languages – great book for understanding yourself and others – written toward dealing with spouses, but the principles are true for all relationships     {Outka}

· How To Win Friends & Influence People – Before I read this I thought it was about manipulating people, but after reading it, I have found the principles to be invaluable in relating with others better.          {Troy Outka}

· Positive Personality Profiles by Robert Rohm – great book on understanding yourself and others. Helps us understand how and why people respond so differently to one another.  Uses the D.I.S.C. instrument     {Troy Outka}
· “Be nice to people”  - helpful quote by Luke VL    {Luke Vanderleest}

· Conflict Management

· Crucial Conversations – excellent book on how to approach others when it could 
· The Bait of Satan by John Bevere – great to give us perspective on the whole idea of offense…extremely challenging 

· “Be nice to people”  - helpful quote by Luke VL    {Luke Vanderleest}

· Sexual Purity
· TRUTH 4 YOUTH - Julie Evans—speaker      {Lisa Johnsen}
· Blue Fish TV - Sex and Dating 4 DVD's w/leader guide – excellent     {Lisa Johnsen}
· Every Young Man’s Battle by Stephen Aterburn and Every Young Woman’s Battle by Shannon Ethridge for sexual purity        {Holly Marty}
· X3 Watch - www.xxxchurch.com – free accountability software     {Dave Decker}
· And the Bride Wore White by Dannah Gresh     {Terri Moeller}
· Authentic Beauty by Leslie Ludy         {Terri Moeller}
· www.bsafeonline.com – accountability software with filter (subscription)
· www.covenanteyes.com – accountability software with filter (subscription)
· I Kissed Dating Goodbye          {Dave Moe}
· Campus Ministry – Ideas for getting involved in the schools
· Souled Out – strategy for doing campus ministry with middle and high school students – www.areyousouledout.com … great ideas students can use to minister to other students / faculty and administration on their campus. Chalked full of ideas for Service, Outreach and helping Understand and grow in leadership and call of God in their lives.     {Dave Moe}
· YMCA's After School Program – on every middle school campus in Sioux Falls every day after school. GREAT place to go to just hang with students and build relationships/love on them.  Contact: Amanda Conrad   {Troy Outka}
· Volunteer to chaperone dances, wipe tables in lunch room, help coaches of a sport you excelled in, or music, etc.

· Become a Junior Achievement teacher      {Tyler Tufte}
· Coach students in campus ministry as a Souled Out Coach – see www.areyousouledout.com for details
· Evangelism Training
· Share Jesus Without Fear – www.sharejesuswithoutfear.com  – Bill Fey 
· www.areyousouledout.com – LifeLight Student Ministries website – several links to evangelism training sites
· Way of the Master – http://wayofthemaster.com/   Ray Comfort           {Dave Moe}
· www.wayofthemasterradio.com    
{Dave Moe}

· Servant Evangelism offers hundreds of simple and powerful ways to change the world through random acts of kindness.     www.servantevangelism.org     {Maggie Gaudian}
· www.Dare2Share.org – lots of good stuff on evangelism    {Maggie Gaudian}

· Dare2Share’s Gospel Journey – 7 session video based reality series.  Used it last year (Fall) with students and three German foreign exchange students (who gave their lives to Christ at the winter retreat that followed) reference THAT video series as a critical element of their conversion experience!  Praise the Lord!  They were sent two copies of it to use in their communities back in Germany, where they continue to grow in their walk with Christ.    {Doug Knudtson—Worthington}
· Backpack Evangelism – http://backpackevangelism.com 
· Worldview Training
· The Truth Project – Dobson 
· American Family Association        {Dave Moe}

· Small groups
· Growing People through Small Groups by David Stark and Betty Weiland for small group ministry         {Holly Marty}
· Help, I’m a Small Group Leader for small group leadership ideas
· Small Groups from Start to Finish- saddleback resource notebook     {Dave Decker}
· Life Together series for youth Student Edition- Saddleback- for cell/small groups              {Dave Decker}
· Discipleship Experiment: DE - youth specialties - going deeper w/groups   {Dave Decker}
· Student Discipleship
· Max Q – book on helping students minister to other students  {Richie Hutchinson}
· YFC, Basic Christianity, John Stott     {Dave Moe}
· Fundraising ideas 

· easy and fun!?? – we have a pop machine – all proceeds go to local mission projects like the Banquet.           {Lisa Johnsen}
· Big Soo Book, Q'doba cards, Soup n Pie Supper, Talent shows       {Dave Moe}
· Superbowl SUNDAY- great fun! Give to local charities. www.souperbowl.org     

{Lisa Johnsen}
· Social Justice & Youth Ministry
· The Irresistible Revolution by Shane Claiborne – very good to go through personally and with students.     {Joel Fredrikson}

· Deep Justice In A Broken World by Chap Clark – geared toward getting students involved in and thinking about poverty. Helpful to do before students get involved so as to not unintentionally belittle those students are ministering to.    {Joel Fredrikson}

· Rich Christians In An Age of Hunger by Ronald Sider – more of a statistical analysis of what is going on out there with hunger/poverty      {Joel Fredrikson}

· Restoring At Risk Communities by John Perkins – excellent book on social action and reconciliation    {Joel Fredrikson}
· Walking With the Poor by Bryant Myers with World Vision     {Joel Fredrikson}
· World Vision Website – www.worldvision.org  -  chalked full of ideas to get involved with the issue of poverty        {Joel Fredrikson}
· Jay Moon – professor at Sioux Falls Seminary.  Jay is a very good resource on ideas for dealing with social action/poverty issues. He also has a good knowledge of the various ministries already going on to the poor/hungry in Sioux Falls area.    {Joel Fredrikson}

· Some current ministries to the poor/hungry in our area:

· Neighborhood Clean-ups

· The Breakfast Ministry – currently in transition (check with SF Seminary—just purchased the Summit Oaks bldg.)

· The Furniture Mission – provides furniture to homes of the poor
· Lunches Served – provides lunches for workers at Morrells
· The Banquet – provides meals for the poor and homeless
· The Saint Francis House – shelters the homeless
· People ministering on the streets – take coffee/hot chocolate, blankets, etc., engaging the homeless in conversation; taking them to get a meal…
